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13 February 2020

WHO's Digital Solutions Unit convened a roundtable of 30 companies in Silicon Valley to help build support for WHO
to keep people safe and informed about COVID-19.

14 February 2020

Based on lessons learned from the H1N1 and Ebola outbreaks, WHO finalised guidelines for organizers of mass
gatherings, in light of COVID-19.

15 February 2020

The Director-General spoke at the Munich Security Conference, a global forum dedicated to issues of international
security, including health security, where he also held several bilateral meetings

In his speech, the Director-General made three requests of the international community: use the window of
opportunity to intensify preparedness, adopt a whole-of-government approach and be guided by solidarity, not
stigma. He also expressed concern at the global lack of urgency in funding the response.

16 February 2020

The WHO-China Joint Mission began its work. As part of the mission to assess the seriousness of this new disease;
its transmission dynamics; and the nature and impact of China’'s control measures, teams made field visits to Beijing,
Guangdong, Sichuan and Wuhan.

The Mission consisted of 25 national and international experts from the People’'s Republic of China, Germany, Japan,
the Republic of Korea, Nigeria, the Russian Federation, Singapore, the United States of America and WHO, all
selected after broad consultation to secure the best talent from a diversity of geographies and specialties. It was led
by a Senior Advisor to the WHO Director-General, with the Head of Expert Panel of COVID-19 Response at the
China National Health Commission (NHC) as co-lead.

Throughout the global outbreak, WHO has regularly sent missions to countries to learn from and support responses,
at the request of the affected Member State. Particularly in the early stages of the worldwide COVID-19 response,
missions went to countries facing relatively high levels of community transmission, such as the Islamic Republic of
Iran, Italy, and Spain.



